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journals for the previous year. Each PDF is full searchable and 
downloadable. Through the kindness of  our member Jim 
Baird, the back issues were scanned and turned into the 
appropriate files that are now resident on our web site and 
available for all to view. I hope that you like this new feature. 
 I need assistance from another of  our members. There is a 
good deal of  information on our web site that often needs 
updating or adding to. Up to this point I have been preparing 
all the information that gets placed on the site. Oversight and 
coordination of  the web site information and the preparation 
of  new information to put on the site is where I need 
assistance. I just don’t have the time to keep up with all the 
needed web site activity so that it can be as helpful as we would 
like. The webmaster continues to make information changes 
that I request, so I am not looking for assistance in maintaining 
the web site, only help in coordinating the information that 
goes on the web site. If  there is a member who would like to 
help me in this regard, please contact me at rfwinter@triad.
rr.com and let’s talk about how you can help.
 In the Winter 2014-2015 issue, Vol. 34, No. 1 (Whole No. 
129), I announced that I was ending my 16-year service to the 
society as president. A replacement will be elected at the Board 
Meeting at CHARPEX 2015. I hope that my long tenure has 
provided a measure of  stability to the society as previously, we 
seemed to change president every two years. I have enjoyed the 
opportunity to serve the society and will continue to provide 
assistance or counsel as requested. Thank you for the 
opportunity to help the society grow and prosper. For a small, 
specialized society, I think we are doing quite well.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE IN THIS ISSUE

As a reminder, the annual meeting of  the North 
Carolina Postal History Society (NCPHS) will be 
held in conjunction with CHARPEX 2015, on July 
25 and 26. CHARPEX will be at the same location 

as last year, the Worrell Building (formerly Taylor Hall), on the 
campus of  Central Piedmont Community College, 1228 
Elizabeth Avenue, Charlotte. It is conveniently located just off  
I-277 and Route 74. Site location details will be available on the 
CHARPEX 2015 web site, www.charpex.info. The show plans 
to have 17-20 dealers, 50-60 frames of  exhibits, a silent auction, 
and several collector presentations.
 The annual meeting of  the NCPHS will be at 1:00 PM, 
Saturday, July 25, 2015. After a very short meeting, Tony 
Crumbley and I will present two talks titled “Charlotte: A 
Postal History, 1779 - 1861” and “Confederate Camp Stokes.” 
I hope you will be able to attend.
 The NCPHS Board of  Directors will meet at 2:30 PM after 
the General Meeting on Saturday in the meeting room arranged 
by the CHARPEX committee. 
 The status box of  the North Carolina Postmark Catalog Update 
(back page) will show more changes. Rockingham and Rowan 
Counties have been added, bringing the catalog update to 80 
counties and four cities. Additional changes to previously 
published counties continue as time is available. Currently, 
there are 4,539 pages on-line, with 17,177 markings that were 
not documented in the original catalog. 
 By the time you receive this journal, we will have added a 
new and very important feature to our web site. It is now 
possible to view and even download back issues of  the North 
Carolina Postal Historian and its former name, the NCPHS 
Newsletter. At the bottom of  the “North Carolina Postal 
Historian” page, you will find a link to a new page titled, “Free 
Library of  NCPHS Journals.” Follow the instructions and you 
can select a full color PDF file of  any issue you choose up 
through the year 2013. At the end of  each year we will add the 
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In the North Carolina Postal Historian, 
Fall 2014 issue, Whole No. 128, I cov-
ered the postal history of  Salisbury, 
the county seat of  Rowan County. 

Without a doubt, Salisbury has had consid-
erable history over time. There are, how-
ever, many more places within the county that can add much 
to the history of  Rowan County. I will focus this article on 
the 89 other post offices that have operated in Rowan County 
over the years. To date, only 12 post offices still are operating. 
The North Carolina Postal History Society records have postal 
markings from 36 of  the Rowan County post offices. This ar-
ticle will introduce you to 29 of  these post offices.

Figure 1 is an excerpt from an 1896 Post Route map of  
North and South Carolina published by order of  Postmaster 
General William L. Watson, depicting the post offices and mail 

routes with intermediate distances in miles between post offices 
in operation on June 1, 1896. The river systems are shown in 

a light blue color. Rowan County is out-
lined in shaded pale red with Salisbury in 
the center. In 1896  major railroads met 
at Salisbury, each belonging to the South-
ern Railway system. The map shows that 
the entire eastern part of  Rowan County 

is formed by the main Yadkin River and its South Yadkin River 
branch. Davidson County is across the river to the east and Da-
vie County across the South Yadkin River to the north. Before 
Davie County was formed in December 1836, the area north of  
the South Yadkin River was part of  Rowan County. The west-
ern side of  the county is Iredell County and the southern side, 
Cabarrus County. On the post route map, the black lines be-
tween post offices represent mail service six times a week; the 
blue lines, three times a week; and the yellow lines twice a week.

Rowan County was first entered by Spaniards from the Juan 
Pardo expedition in 1567. 
They established a fort 
and mission near the Yad-
kin River. At the time, the 
area was ruled by a female 
Indian chief  the Spaniards 
called Guatari Mico. The 
Spaniards called the village 
Salamanca in honor of  
a town in western Spain. 
The Spanish abandoned 
the area at some point be-
fore 1572.

Rowan County was 
formed in 1753 from the 
northern part of  Anson 
County. It was named for 
Matthew Rowan, the act-
ing governor of  North 
Carolina from 1753 un-
til 1754. Initially, Rowan 
County had no western 
boundary. Some may ar-
gue it reached to the Pa-
cific Ocean. By 1770, por-
tions of  the county began 
to be extracted to make 
other counties. First Guil-

ford County, then five other counties were formed from Rowan 
County land. By the end of  1836, the boundaries of  today were 

Rowan County – A Postal History

 by Tony L. Crumbley

▲ Figure 1.  Portion of an 1896 Post Route map published by Postmaster General William L. Watson 
showing post offices, post roads, an intermediate distances between post offices in North and South 
Carolina. This excerpt shows Rowan County and the post offices that existed in 1896 along with various, 
colored post routes, explained in this article’s text.
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finalized. This breaking up of  the original Rowan territory has 
had an impact on the total population of  Rowan. The following 
chart shows the official census counts for Rowan:

Year Population Year Population

1790 15,972  1900 31,066
1820 26,009  1910 37,521
1830 20,786  1920 44,062
1840 12,109  1940 69,206
1860 14,589  1950 75,410
1870 16,810  1980 99,186
1880 19,965  2000 138,446
1890 24,123  2012 138,180

Rowan County had become an important North Carolina re-
gion by 1792, when the first new post offices opened in North 
Carolina since the British period. One of  the sixteen new of-
fices was Salisbury, the county seat. 

Now let’s take a look at some of  the other post of-
fices which operated in Rowan County:

Barber – The post office first opened there on May 
11, 1900, when John T. Barber was appointed postmas-
ter. He would serve until July 16, 1912. Barber Junc-
tion, as it was known, was named for “Tommy Barber” 
its first postmaster. The community was the meeting 
point of  the Western North Carolina Railroad and the 
Winston-Salem to Charlotte Railroad. Tracks were laid 
to allow the trains to change directions at this junc-
tion. At one point three hotels operated for travelers 
on the rail lines. Postmaster Barber owned and ran one 
of  these hotels along with the post office. Figure 2 is a 
post card posted by Postmaster Barber on July 13, 1908 
and addressed to Statesville (Iredell County). Service 
was discontinued at this post office in October 1993 
and the office closed in October 1995.

Beard’s Mill – Little is known of  this community. 
Josha J. Travise was appointed postmaster on January 
1, 1814. By January 17, 1814, Smith Blair was appoint-
ed postmaster and around 1818 the post office was 
closed. Figure 3 is a folded letter posted from Beard’s Mill  on 
January 18, 1815. Note the interesting mail address on the front 
of  the folded letter, “Mr. Frederick Silbey in Sussex County 
Virginia near the Court House of  s[ai]d County within 25 miles 
of  Petersburgh,” these miles by the mail route. This is a long 
letter about family matters including the death of  a sister and 
requesting information on her estate. The letter was written by 
Christopher Stokes to Mr. Frederick Sibley in Sussex County, 
Virginia.

Bear Poplar – One of  those interesting North Carolina 
town names makes you wonder how it got its name. At one 
point the community was known as Forty-Four because it was 

forty-four miles from Charlotte and forty-four miles from Win-
ston-Salem. Sometime before September 12, 1878, when the 
post office was first opened, Thomas Cowan, while on his way 
to church with his wife, spotted a bear in a poplar tree. He re-
turned home, got his rifle, went back and killed the bear. Some 
years later, the poplar tree was cut down and made into shingles 
which Mr. Cowan used on buildings of  his farm. Bear Poplar 
operated as a post office from 1878 until it was changed into 
a rural branch post office of  Salisbury in 1966. It was totally 
closed on June 23, 1973. Figures 4 and 5 are early covers from 
this post office. The first cover is a November 5, 1881, stamped 
envelope to Salisbury, missent and re-posted on November 
7th from Mooresville (Iredell County). The second cover is a 
postal card posted on July 4, 1911, addressed to Raleigh (Wake 
County).

China Grove – The first postmaster was appointed in No-
vember 1823. He was Noah Partee, a large landowner in the 
area who operated a stage coach inn noted for its cool water 

at the stage coach stops. The town got its name from a large 
group of  chinaberry trees that grew in the area. For a brief  time 
in 1846 the name was changed to Luthersville. The post of-
fice resumed again under the China Grove name in December 
1849 until being discontinued in December 1855. It reopened 
in 1859, when it changed from its name of  Eufaula. The town 
itself  was not laid out until 1879 when J. Frank Patterson de-
signed streets on an old farm he had purchased. The 1881 issue 
postal card illustrated in Figure 6 has an straight line cancel in 
blue ink of  China Grove, dated June 20, 1884. It appears to be 
the earliest recorded North Carolina cover sent by a stamp col-
lector, John Casper, writing to stamp dealer W. Risdon in Cam-

Figure 2.  ▲
Barber, July 13, 8 p.m., 1908, four bar cancel on post card to Statesville 
(Iredell County). Barber operated from 1900 until October 1993. This post 
card was posted by John Barber, the town’s namesake and first postmaster.
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◄ Figure 3.  Beard’s Mill, January 18, 1815, sent to Sussex County, 
Virginia. 17 cents postage was due on this unpaid folded letter, the 
rate for a distance of 150-300 miles. Beard’s Mill operated only from 
1814 until ca. 1818.

Figure 4.  ▼
Bear Poplar, November 5, 1881, stamped envelope posted to the 
probate judge in Salisbury; however, it was misssent to Mooresville 
(Iredell County) and had to be re-directed on November 7.

◄ Figure 5.  Bear Poplar, July 4, 1911, postal card  
to Dr. C.A. Shore in Raleigh (Wake County) inform-
ing him a specimen was being mailed that day and 
needed quick attention and response.

Figure 6.  ►
China Grove, June 20, 1884, government issued postal 
card with an unlisted straight line postmark in blue ink. 
This card appears to be the earliest recorded cover from 
a North Carolina stamp collector writing “I only want 
high priced and rare stamps.”
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bridgeport, Massachusetts. The reverse reads, “Sir: I only want 
high priced and rare stamps. I know of  no stamp dealers to give 
as a reference. I would rather give those I know. Sometimes it 
makes a fuss to do so. If  you want to send stamps you can. I 
want no one to send anything to me unless they are satisfied. 
Yours, John Casper”

On October 23, 1896, China Grove made history for North 
Carolina, being the first post office in the state and one of  the 
earliest in the nation to have rural free delivery (RFD). This fea-
ture was introduced by Postmaster Frank R. Graham. Although 
intended to make mail more accessible to rural people this new 
service was not liked by the citizens of  Rowan County. They 
preferred to come to the post office for their mail instead of  
having it delivered to their homes in the countryside. On No-
vember 25, 1896, Graham was replaced by John C. Deaton as 
postmaster. It would take many years for the population to get 
use to not going to the post office to catch up on community 
news and gossip. Figures 7 and 8 illustrate two previously unre-
corded China Grove postmarks. Figure 7 is a rimless datestamp 
of  April 21, 187x, on a cover identified as printed matter. It has 
a whimsical, illustrated box in the upper left corner in which the 
sender has written his return address. The cover was addressed 
to South Abington Station, Massachusetts. Figure 8 shows a 
registered cover addressed to Newmarket, Virginia. It was post-
ed with a privately-purchased, postmarking device in blue ink 
dated March 29, 1884. The stamps were canceled with seven-
bar, circular killers also in blue ink. Figure 9 is an early, unlisted 
RFD marking from China Grove. It was posted at Salisbury on 
February 2, 1914, and was handled on route 1 of  China Grove.

Cleveland – Clearly this community loves name changes. In 
1831, John Cowan opened the post office called Cowansville. 
It operated until 1856 when the name was changed to Rowan 
Mills, named after a mill operating there. When the Western 
North Carolina Railroad came through, the name was changed 
to the Third Creek Station, which lasted from 1884 until 1887. 
On March 2, 1887, William L. Allison was named postmaster 
of  a new post office named Cleveland, re-named from Third 
Creek. Cleveland is one of  the Rowan County post offices op-
erating today. It was named for President Grover Cleveland. 
Figure 10 illustrates an envelope with the Lyerly Brothers cor-
ner card posted at Cleveland on July 9, 1901, and addressed to 
Connelly Springs (Burke County).

Craven – Allen Newsom was appointed first postmaster 
here on October 3, 1882. The office operated until October 
15, 1915, when it was discontinued. Craven was located south-
east of  Salisbury near the Yadkin River. Figure 11 shows the 
only recorded marking from this post office on a post card to 
Rockwell (Rowan County), a four bar cancel. Note the card was 
addressed to RFD #2. It seems that rural mail delivery must 
have been catching on.

Crescent – J.M.L. Lyerly was first postmaster appointed on 
March 5, 1898. His wife took over the postmaster duties with 
an appointment on March 30, 1898. She operated as postmaster 
until April 23, 1923, when Ray Lyerly was appointed. The post 
office closed on May 29, 1925. Figure 12 illustrates an adver-
tising cover from J.M.L. Lyerly, secretary and treasurer of  the 
Rowan Mutual Fire Insurance Company. The cover was posted 
in Crescent on October 17, 1907, with a four bar cancel, and 

Figure 7.  ►
China Grove, April 21, 187x, cover identi-
fied as printed matter sent to South 
Abington Station, Massachusetts, with a 
rimless datestamp used briefly in the 
1870s and an interesting corner card to 
identify the sender if the letter wasn’t 
delivered in 10 days.

◄ Figure 8.  China Grove, March 29, 1884, unrecorded 
circle datestamp in blue used in the mid 1880s on this 
registered cover to Newmarket, Virginia. The marking, 
also known in black ink, was made with a privately-pur-
chased postmarking device.
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◄ Figure 9.  Salisbury, February 2, 
8:30 a.m., 1914 cover to China Grove 
handled by the rural free delivery car-
rier at China Grove on RFD route #1. 
The earliest indication the author has 
seen of China Grove RFD mail is 
1908.

Figure 10.  ►
Cleveland, July 9, 1901, cover to Connelly 
Springs (Burke County). This 28 mm cir-
cular datestamp was introduced about the 
turn of the century. The cover has a print-
ed corner card of the Lyerly Brothers in 
Cleveland and posted an order to J.E. 
Coulter in Connelly Spring.

◄ Figure 11.  Craven, September 28, 1911, post card 
to Rockwell (Rowan County). This four-bar cancel is 
the only recorded postmark from Craven which oper-
ated from 1882 until 1915.

Figure 12.  ►
Crescent, October 17, 1907, cover to 
Mooresville (Iredell County) with a four 
bar cancel. A J.M.L. Lyerly, Secretary and 
Treasurer, Rowan Mutual Fire Ins. Co.  
corner card illustrates the primary busi-
ness of the first postmaster of Crecsent. 
The cover was redirected to Mt. Ulla 
(Rowan County).
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was addressed to Mooresville (Iredell County). At Mooresville, 
the letter was redirected in pencil to Mt. Ulla (Rowan County).

Enochville – Located in the southwestern part of  the coun-
ty, the town was first incorporated in 1877, and Aaron Yost 
was appointed its first postmaster on August 31, 1877. It would 
operate as a post office until March 17, 1902, when it closed. 
During that time, there were eight postmaster appointments. 
Aaron Yost was appointed four of  the eight times. It seems he 
just could not get enough of  the job. Figure 13 shows a manu-
script postmark during Aaron Yost’s second term as postmas-
ter. The envelope was posted on September 7, 1882, addressed 
to Troutman (Iredell County). Figure 14 illustrates a postal card 
dated May 17, 1884, addressed to Chapel Hill (Orange County). 
It has a privately-purchased postmarking device in black ink 
with a circular, eight-bar killer of  Enochville. The manufacturer 
of  this device may have been the same one as the device shown 
in Figure 8 because of  the similarity of  device style.

Faith – The story is told that during the 1880s, the postal 
system could not decide whether to put a post office in Faith or 
Rock, four miles to the south southwest. A post office opened 
first in Rock in June 1883, but closed in January 1892. Another 
post office opened in Faith with John Frick appointed its first 
postmaster on January 24, 1889. Soon the post office in Rock 
was discontinued. Faith operated until March 1894, when it was 
discontinued and mail was sent to Rock, which had reopened 
in June 1892. The Faith post office opened once again on April 
17, 1894, with the same postmaster it had originally. The Rock 
post office also reopened in June 1892 and remained open until 
July 1906.

The name Faith is reported to have come from J.T. Wyatt, 
who opened a rock quarry there with no experience, operating 
only on faith. It must have worked. Figure 15 illustrates a cov-
er with a partially-struck postmark of  Faith on December 24, 
1897, sent registered to The Christian Herald in New York City. 
The payment of  10 cents (2 cents domestic and 8 cents registra-
tion fee) was made with a horizontal pair of  5 cent chocolate, 
1890 Grant stamps.

On June 20, 1920, the town board voted to allow a Fourth 
of  July celebration in Faith. Beginning with the end of  World 
War II, this became an annual celebration with fairs, fireworks 
and beauty pageants. As a child, I attended many of  these cel-
ebrations, which drew up to 30,000 attendees. Figure 16 is an 
envelope commemorating 50 years of  this annual celebration 
on July 4, 1996.

Garfield – Located in southeastern Rowan several miles 
northeast of  Gold Hill, Garfield first opened on August 9, 1880, 
with the appointment of  William Campbell as postmaster. He 
was the only postmaster and served until the office closed May 
30, 1913. Figure 17 is an example of  the only known Garfield 
postmark. This cover was posted ca. 1893 to Footville (Yadkin 
County).

Gold Hill – Several articles have been written about the 
postal history of  Gold Hill, which is vast and interesting. The 
community has its origin with the opening of  a gold mine there 
in 1842. The first postmaster appointed was Robert Rives on 
May 15, 1844. He served until December 6, 1844, when David 
Honeycutt replaced him as postmaster. Figure 18 is a stampless 
folded letter outer sheet without the letter contents posted Feb-

Figure 13.  ►
Enochville, September, 7, 1882, with manuscript post-
mark on an envelope to Troutman (Iredell County).
Aaron Yost, the first postmaster of Enochville, sent this 
cover during his second of four separate terms as post-
master.

◄ Figure 14.  Enochville, May 17, 1884, postal card 
sent to Chapel Hill (Orange County). The postmark is a 
privately-purchased device struck in black ink with a 
circular, seven-bar killer. The manufacturer may have 
been the same one as the device shown in Figure 8 
because of the similarity of device style.
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◄ Figure 15.  Registered cover sent from 
Faith, December 24, 1897,  to The Christian 
Herald in New York City, with a partial strike 
of the Faith circular datestamp. Horizontal 
pair of 5 cent chocolate, 1890 Grant stamps 
paid the 2¢ domestic and 8¢ registration 
fees.

Figure 16.  ►
Faith, July 4, 1996, envelope com-
memorating 50 years of Fourth of 
July celebrations. The event draws 
25,000 to 30,000 visitors annually.

◄ Figure 17.  Garfield, August 4, ca. 1893, this government-
issued, metal postmark device was used on a cover to 
Footeville [sic] (Yadkin County). The 2¢ 1890-93 American 
Bank Note Company stamp was canceled by a separate 4-ring 
target killer.

Figure 18.  ►
Gold Hill, February 18, ca. 1847, 
folded letter outer sheet without 
the letter contents to Fayetteville 
(Cumberland County). It was 
marked at Gold Hill for a pay-
ment of 5¢, but required an 
additional 5¢ at Fayetteville for a 
second rate.
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ruary 18, ca. 1847, by postmaster Honeycutt. It was addressed 
to Fayetteville. The letter was paid 5 cents for the less than 
300 mile-rate for a half  ounce letter. Apparently the Fayette-
ville postmaster weighed the letter at more than a half  ounce 
and marked the letter for the unpaid second rate. Within a few 
years of  opening the gold mine, the population grew to 2,000, 
nearly surpassing Salisbury. Col. George Barnhardt, owner of  
the mine, selected the name Gold Hill Mining Company for his 
company and suggested the town be named Gold Hill. Figure 
19 was posted July 24, 1856, to Philadelphia requesting infor-
mation on a rock crusher to be used at the mine. This Gold Hill 
circular datestamp was used from 1851 through the Civil War.

Granite Quarry – Michael Braun first moved to this area 
in 1766 and began quarrying the granite in the area. He built a 
stone house that still stands today. In the late 1800s the commu-
nity was known as Woodville, which was officially changed by 
the North Carolina General Assembly to Woodsides on March 
7, 1901.  This name was derived from a family of  Woodsides 
who lived in the community. The first post office was named 
Woodside in August 1891. This office was renamed Granite 
Quarry with the first postmaster, William Brown, appointed 
January 12, 1902. He served until May 20, 1914, when Junius 
M. Lyerly was appointed. The post office is still operating today. 
The peak of  the town’s growth was at the turn of  the century 
with the construction of  the Badin dam project on Badin Lake. 
This brought hundreds of  European workers to work on re-
moving the granite for the project. Figure 20 shows a postal 
card to Rockwell (Rowan County) with a four bar cancel from 
Granite Quarry dated December 21, 1929.

Heilig’s Mill – On August 6, 1875, William J. Heilig was ap-
pointed the first postmaster of  Heilig’s Mill, which was located 
just northwest of  Gold Hill. The post office operated there un-

til 1903. During this time there were seven different postmas-
ters. Figure 21 illustrates a postal card from Heilig’s Mill on De-
cember 21, 1889, addressed to Newton (Catawba County). On 
May 17, 1894, the town and post office names were changed 
to Heilig. A second postal card with the new name is shown in 
Figure 22, posted on June 29, 1895, to Greensboro (Guilford 
County).

Landis – This was a cotton-mill town born in 1900 with 
the opening of  its first mill. There was strong debate on what 
to name the town. High Point was chosen first because it was 
the highest point of  the railroad between High Point (Guilford 
County) and Mt. Airy, Georgia. This name was not allowed be-
cause a High Point office existed in North Carolina. City lead-
ers then settled on Landis after Judge Kenesaw Mountain Lan-
dis, the federal judge that rapped Standard Oil and became the 
baseball czar. The town of  Landis was incorporated in 1901 
and the first postmaster, Joel Corriher, was appointed July 17, 
1902. The first post office of  Landis stood until recently by 
the railroad tracks in downtown Landis. The post office is still 
operating today. Figure 23 illustrates an airmail letter mailed 
from Landis on May 14, 1938, to Marshall, Michigan, ordering 
a medical truss for a rupture.

Mill Bridge – In 1822, Dr. Joseph Kerr built a large home 
on a hill overlooking the village. Later a bridge was built across 
Kerr’s Creek and a mill was built. In 1874, the town of  Mill 
Bridge was established and the first postmaster was appointed 
on July 23, 1874. The post office operated until September 
30, 1903. A registered letter posted on May 8, 1893, from Mill 
Bridge to Knoxville, Tennessee, is shown in Figure 24.

Miranda – Located in the southwest section of  Rowan 
County about 15 miles west of  Salisbury, is the town of  Mi-
randa. The post office first opened there on April 28, 1830, 

◄ Figure 19.  Gold Hill, July 24, 1856, folded letter sent 
to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, paid with 3¢ dull red 1851 
stamp. Letter content requested information on gold 
mine rock crushing equipment. This postmark was used 
from 1851 through the Civil War.

Figure 20.  ►
Granite Quarry, December 21, 1929, postal card 
sent to Rockwell (Rowan County) with a four-bar 
cancel. The card was a notification of a lodge 
meeting to be held on December 23rd.
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Figure 21.  ►
Heilig’s Mill, December 21, 1889, postal card sent to 
Newton (Catawba County). The post office first opened 
in 1875 and operated until 1903. In this short time it had 
nine different postmasters.

◄ Figure 22.  Heilig, June 29, 1895, postal card sent to 
the State Normal & Industrial School in Greensboro, 
today the University of North Carolina, Greensboro. The 
Heilig’s Mill name was changed to Heilig on May 17, 
1894, as shown by the circular datestamp on this card.

Figure 23.  ►
Landis, May 14, 1938, envelope with enclo-
sure to Marshall, Michigan with a metal 
duplex cancel used on an airmail cover. The 
sender filled out a Brooks Appliance Co. form 
and sent money to order a medical truss for 
a rupture.

◄ Figure 24.  Mill Bridge, May 8, 1893, stamped 
envelope on a registered letter to Knoxville, 
Tennessee. An 8¢ magenta 1893 Columbian 
Exposition stamp was used to pay registration fee.
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with the appointment of  James McLaughlin as postmaster. The 
office closed in 1868 and reopened again in 1870 after the Civil 
War, only to close in January 1871. It reopened in February 
1886 and closed permanently on September 30, 1903. Figure 
25 illustrates the earliest recorded cover from Miranda, a folded 
letter outer sheet without letter contents posted on January 3, 
1851, to Society Hill, South Carolina. It received a manuscript 
cancel from postmaster Joshua Miller, who remained postmas-
ter through the Civil War. An October 4th manuscript cancel 
of  Miranda is shown again in Figure 26 on a Nesbitt stamped 
envelope issued in 1854 to Jonesville, South Carolina.

Mocksville – First known as Mocks Old Field, this post of-
fice opened in 1810. In 1823 the name was changed to Mocks-
ville. When Davie County was formed in December 1836, 
Mocksville became the court house of  Davie County, where 
it resides today. Figure 27 illustrates an unpaid stampless cov-
er with the manuscript cancel of  Mocksville, when it was in 
Rowan County. The cover was posted on August 9, 1830, to 
Clarksville, Clinton County, Ohio, and marked at Mocksville for 
25 cents postage due.

Mount Ulla – This office first was called Wood Grove when 
it opened April 12, 1830. On April 22, 1843, James Cowan was 
appointed postmaster and the name was changed to Mount 

Ulla. There are conflicting tales of  the origin of  the name. 
Some say it was named after an Irish town of  “Oola.” Others 
say it was name after a river in Spain. Still others say it was a 
name from the bible, Chronicles 7:39. In May 1894 the name 
was changed to Mountulla until October 1899, when the post 
office was discontinued. A month later it opened again as 
Mount Ulla and remains active to this day. Figure 28 shows a 
manuscript postmark on an April 21, 1852, envelope with letter 
contents from Mount Ulla, addressed to Concord (Cabarrus 
County). The cover was marked “Paid 3,” the required domes-
tic fee. There are no recorded, stampless covers from Mount 
Ulla with handstamp postmarks. Figure 29 illustrates a June 22, 
1910, post card to Statesville (Iredell County) with a four bar 
handstamp.

Mount Vernon – Mount Vernon was located in the north-
western part of  Rowan County, about six miles north of  pres-
ent day Cleveland. The post office first opened in 1819 and 
operated until 1904. Figure 30 illustrates the first recorded 
handstamp used at Mount Vernon on a postal card to Salisbury 
(Rowan County). The postal card was posted on June 28, 1893. 

Organ Church – Yost – Located in the extreme south of  
Rowan County directly below Salisbury, Organ Church first 
opened in 1851 and operated until 1906. Yost opened in Oc-

◄ Figure 25.  Miranda, January 3, 1851, folded letter 
outer sheet without the letter contents sent unpaid to 
Society Hill, South Carolina. This is the earliest recorded 
manuscript cancel from Miranda.

Figure 26.  ►
Miranda, October 4, ca. 1855, on Nesbitt stamped 
envelope to Jonesville, South Carolina. These 
envelopes were first issued in 1854.
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Figure 27.  ►
Mocksville, August 9, 1830, folded letter sent unpaid to 
Clarksville, Clinton County, Ohio. Mocksville postmaster 
marked 25¢ due at destination. The town was moved from 
Rowan County when Davie County was formed in December 
1836. This cover was posted before the county move.

◄ Figure 28.  Mount Ulla, April 21, 1852, envelope 
with letter contents to Concord (Cabarrus County). 
Manuscript postmark an “Paid 3” payment. Note the 
abbreviation of “Mt.” even though the formal name was 
“Mount.”

Figure 29.  ►
Mount Ulla, June 22, 1910, picture post card to 
Statesville (Iredell County) with an early govern-
ment-issued four bar cancel.

◄ Figure 30.  Mount Vernon, July 28, 1893, postal card 
to Salisbury (Rowan County). This 29 mm circular date-
stamp was the first recorded cancel from Mount Vernon.
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tober 1888 with Rufus Yost as postmaster. It was discontin-
ued in October 1906. Figure 31 is a registered package receipt 
mailed from the postmaster of  Yost on October 31, 1905, and 
returned the same day by the postmaster of  Organ Church. 
The reverse of  the card is signed by the Organ Church post-
master, Sara C. Kluttz, indicating the package was received and 
forwarded to North Wilkesboro on the same day.

Rockwell – A local historian indicates that early settlers to 
the state traveled through the Rockwell area to South Carolina 
to obtain salt. A well was dug at a large oak tree and the travel-
ers would stop and rest and enjoy the cool water, thus the name 
Rockwell was derived. The first postmaster was appointed in 
March 1872. Figure 32 is an example of  the earliest recorded 
handstamp from the community. This cover was posted on 
February 10, 1898, addressed to Kernersville (Forsyth County). 
The envelope has the advertising corner card of  J.B. M’Combs 
& Co., Dealers in Dry Goods, Groceries, Hats & Shoes of  
Rockwell. The Yadkin Railway was built through Rockwell in 
1890. This caused considerable growth to the community. Fig-
ure 33 shows a four bar cancel used April 26, 1934, on a letter 
to Greensboro (Guilford County). The envelope has the return 
address of  J.M. Holshouser in Rockwell. The Holshouser fami-
ly had been postmasters twice during the early years of  the post 
office and J.M. Holshouser was one of  the first city aldermen.

Rowan Mills – The town was first known as Cowansville 
named for John Cowan who was appointed postmaster in 1831. 
On January 7, 1856, the name was changed to Rowan Mills and 

Osborn G. Foard was appointed postmaster. The post office 
operated until February 25, 1884, when the name was changed 
once again to Third Creek. Figure 34 illustrates a postal card 
postmarked on July 15, 1874 with a manuscript cancel, to D. 
A. Davis in Salisbury (Rowan County). Davis was a banker and 
the card informed him that the sender would be in Salisbury on 
Thursday.

South River – This town was located about 10 miles due 
north of  Salisbury on the South Fork of  the Yadkin River. The 
post office first opened on March 24, 1860. Silbert Trott was 
the first postmaster and continued as postmaster during the 
Civil War. Two manuscript covers are known from the war era. 
Figure 35 shows a postal card from South River on January 
10, 1881, with a violet, octagon cancel, addressed to Salisbury 
(Rowan County). While the cancel doesn’t show the day of  the 
month, the message on the reverse identifies when it was writ-
ten. Very few Southern post offices used octagon cancels and 
seldom in violet ink. An October 15, 1896, postal card from 
South River to Greensboro (Guilford County) is shown in Fig-
ure 36. When this postal card was sent October 1896, post-
master Maggie Fuller used a manuscript postmark to cancel the 
postal card indicia as well as define when the card would leave 
South River.

Spencer – The Spencer community began in 1896 when the 
Southern Railway was looking for a site to consolidate their 
maintenance shops in Burlington, Salisbury and Charlotte. The 
Spencer location was a good midpoint location. John Hender-

◄ Figure 31.  Organ Church and Yost, October 31, 
1905, registered package receipt from the Organ 
Church postmaster to the Yost postmaster for one 
package to North Wilkesboro (Wilkes County). The 
card was returned by Postmaster Sarah Klutz, the last 
postmaster at Organ Church.

Figure 32.  ►
Rockwell, February 10, 1898, cover 
to Kernersville (Forsyth County). The 
envelope has the advertising corner 
card of J.B. M’Combs & Co., dealer 
in dry goods, groceries, hats & shoes 
in Rockwell.
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Figure 33.  ►
Rockwell, April 26, 1934, cover to 
Greensboro (Guilford County) with a 4-bar 
cancel, the bars killing a National Recovery 
Act stamp of 1933. The cover was from 
J.M. Holshouser, first city alderman of 
Rockwell.

◄ Figure 34.  Rowan Mills, July 15, 1874, postal card 
of 1873 with manuscript postmark to Salisbury (Rowan 
County). The sender notified D.A. Davis, the cashier at 
the bank in Salisbury that he would be in town the next 
day, Thursday.

Figure 35.  ►
South River, January 10, 1881, postal card to Salisbury 
(Rowan County) with scarce violet, octagon cancel used 
briefly in South River. Very few Southern post offices 
used octagon cancels and seldom in violet ink.

◄ Figure 36.  South River, October 15, 1896, 
postal card with manuscript cancel to Greensboro 
(Guilford County). The postal card was issued 
January 2, 1894.



Page 16 SUMMER 2015 NCPHS Postal Historian

son purchased 101 acres of  land from Roger Partee, a black 
man, for $25-30 an acre and sold it to the railway for the same 
price that he had paid. The first postmaster, Hugh Smith, was 
appointed on May 15, 1897. He opened the first post office in 
the D. C. Eagles store on Fourth Street and Salisbury Avenue. 
His starting salary as a postmaster was $2.50 for the year. He 
would stay in office until 1901. Figure 37 illustrates a duplex 
cancel used at Spencer on August 22, 1908. It was on a post 
card sent to Selma (Johnston County). The card shows also a 
poor receiving datestamp of  Selma.

Verble – This office was located six miles northwest of  Salis-
bury. The office was first opened December 15, 1881, with the 
appointment of  Julius Sheets as postmaster. He served until 
April 22, 1891, when Lizzie Jacobs was appointed. Like many 
of  the small North Carolina post offices, rural free delivery re-
sulted in discontinuing the post office in 1902. Figure 38 shows 
a cover posted at Abilene, Texas, on January 26, 1891, to Mr. W. 
A. Hall in Verble. Postmaster Sheets hand-stamped the cover 
with his postmark as a receiving mark.

Wood Grove – On April 12, 1830, Julius Reeves was ap-
pointed first postmaster of  Wood Grove in western Rowan 
County. He would serve only for one year. The Wood Grove 
post office had four more postmasters until April 22, 1843, 
when the town name was changed to Mount Ulla. Figure 39 

illustrates a stampless cover posted at Wood Grove on April 
25, 1840, with a manuscript postmark, addressed to Clarksville, 
Ohio. The Wood Grove postmaster, Samuel Luckie, marked the 
cover for 25 cents postage due in Clarksville, Ohio.

Woodleaf – David Wood was appointed first postmaster on 
September 4, 1855. The town name is assumed to have been 
derived from postmaster Wood’s name. The post office is still 
in operation today. The first recorded postmark from Wood-
leaf, Figure 40, was a large oval handstamp. This postal card 
was posted on 27 May 1886, addressed to Amity Hill (Iredell 
County). Arrival two days later at its destination was shown by 
the circular datestamp of  Amity Hill. Presumably manuscript 
markings exist for Woodleaf  but one has not been recorded. A 
four bar cancel of  Woodleaf  is shown in Figure 41 on a cover 
sent to Marshall, Michigan, on August 24, 1923. This is another 
cover from the business archive of  the Brooks Appliance Com-
pany, the same company shown on the cover in Figure 23.

Zeb – The last post office to be discussed opened in March 
1884 and operated until May 1903, named Zeb. It was located 
about five miles north of  Salisbury. On September 29, 1886, 
Henry Lentz was appointed the second postmaster of  the 
community. He would serve until 1892. Figure 42 is an illus-
trated letter-sheet of  Postmaster Lentz depicting a post office 
scene. As a postmaster and a dealer in general merchandise, 

Figure 37.  ►
Spencer, August 22, 1908, post card to Selma 
(Johnston County). In addition to the metal duplex 
cancel of Spencer, there is a receiving circular 
datestamp of Selma, poorly struck.

◄ Figure 38.  Verble, January 26, 1891, cover posted 
in Abilene, Texas, sent to Verble. Postmaster Sheets 
used his circular datestamp as a receiving datestamp.
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◄ Figure 39.  Wood Grove, April 25, 1840, 
unpaid folded letter to Clarksville, Ohio.  
Wood Grove opened in 1830 and operated 
until 1843, when the name was changed to 
Mount Ulla. 25¢ postage was due on this let-
ter.

Figure 40.  ►
Woodleaf, May 27, 1886, postal card to Amity Hill 
(Iredell County). This oval postmark was the first 
handstamp postmark of Woodleaf, used in 1886 and 
1887.

◄ Figure 41.  Woodleaf, August 24, 1923, 
cover with enclosed letter to Marshall, 
Michigan.  A 4-bar cancellation was used in 
Woodleaf. This is another cover from the 
business archive of the Brooks Appliance 
Company, the same company shown on the 
cover in Figure 23.

Figure 42.  ►
Top of  illustrated letter-sheet used in 1891 
by Zeb postmaster Lentz on an invoice for 
school supplies. As postmaster and a dealer 
in general merchandise, his letter-sheet 
depicted a post office scene.
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he used this letter-sheet in 1891 as an invoice for 
school supplies. Figure 43 shows the only known 
manuscript cancellation from the post office at 
Zeb. It appears on an envelope posted on May 
25, 1894, with the advertising corner card of  the 
Georgeville Academy in Georgeville (Cabarrus 
County). For a brief  time, the postmaster used an 
ornate circular datestamp which is not illustrated 
here, but is shown in Post Offices and Postmasters of  
North Carolina, Colonial to USPS. 

One thing to note from this detailed article on 
the post offices of  Rowan County is the large 
number of  post offices that were closed in the 
1902-1905 era. Clearly rural free delivery had a 
great impact on small post offices. Perhaps those 
early folks who did not want to see rural delivery 
had a legitimate point. ■
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Editor’s note: This is one of  only a very few articles in the Postal 
Historian that covers aspects of  the postal history of  a single county. The 
editors would like to have your comments on whether you would like to see 
more articles and which counties you would like to read about. Or, better 
still, would you be willing to write a county postal history article for the 
Journal?

Figure 43.  ▲
Zeb, May 25, 1894, only known manuscript postmark of the Zeb post office on a 
Georgeville Academy corner card  envelope to Hookerton (Greene County).

William Stevens Powell
1920-2015

 by Tony L. Crumbley

I expect there are few North Carolina 
postal history collectors who do not 
know of  William S. Powell – his North 
Carolina Gazetteer was my first North 

Carolina reference book. Where else can 
one find information on places like Bear 
Tree or Negro Head, North Carolina? His 
passing on April 10, 2015, at the age of  95, 
ended a long career of  historical research. 
During this career he wrote more than 100 
books and articles on North Carolina his-
tory, including The North Carolina Gazetteer, 
the Encyclopedia of  North Carolina, and the 
Dictionary of  North Carolina Biography.

William graduated from the University of  North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill (UNC) in 1940 and entered the U.S. Army serv-
ing during WWII. After the war, he returned to the University 
and received his Master’s Degree in 1947. During his career, he 

worked as a researcher for the North Car-
olina Department of  Archives and His-
tory and for twenty years was the curator 
of  the North Carolina collection at UNC.

William served on the North Caro-
lina Postal History Commission in 2000, 
where I met him and found out he had 
been collecting stamps since 1932. He 
became a member of  the North Carolina 
Postal History Society, while he recruited 
several members to write chapters for the 
Encyclopedia of  North Carolina.

William was born in Johnston County 
and grew up in Statesville, Iredell Coun-

ty. He was professor emeritus of  history at UNC, influencing 
more than 6,000 students throughout his career as a history 
professor from 1973 to 1986.  He will be missed but his re-
search will live on. ■

Photo courtesy of  the NC State Archives
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Missent To Wilmington

 by Jimmy Jordan

Items like the post card illustrated in Figure 1 make 
finding ratty, dirty old covers fun! What does a pic-
ture post card of  the Asbury Park, New Jersey, beach 
and boardwalk have to do with Wilmington, North 

Carolina? Well, when the post office got hold of  the card 
it turned into a great story.  
 The card was mailed in Asbury Park, New Jersey, on July 
30, 1906, and was addressed to Miss Maria Keornor, care 
of  Mrs. Kennerbey, Marmaroneck [sic], New York. Evi-
dently the addressees were no longer in Mamaroneck so 
the card was re-addressed and forwarded to Wilmington, 
Delaware. For whatever reason, the card arrived in Wilm-
ington, North Carolina, instead of  Delaware. The card was 

then sent on its way to Wilmington, Delaware. There is no mes-
sage written on the card, just the address and lots of  postal 
markings.    
 Some of  the post marks are very lightly struck and some 
overlap but they are all readable. Hopefully the scans are clear 
enough for you to see all of  them. Here is the “time line.”   

1)Asbury Park, N.J. Jul 30 1906, 3:30 PM – original posting 
(Universal machine, very lightly struck over the “RD” of  
“Post Card” and canceling the stamp)
2)Mamaroneck, N.Y. Jul 31 1906, 6 A(M) REC’D (upside 
down at bottom)

3)Mamaroneck, N.Y. Jul 31 1906, 12 (P)M – 
second posting (just to the left of  the stamp) 
4)Wilmington, N.C. Aug 1 1906, 6:30 PM 
REC’D (lower left corner); also magenta MIS-
SENT TO/WILMINGTON N.C. (left center)
5)Wilmington, N.C. Aug 1, 1906, 8 PM – third 
posting (bottom of  stamp)
6)Wilmington, Del. Aug 3, 1906, 2:30 AM 
(Doremus machine cancel upside down bot-
tom overlapping cancel #2) 

 
 All of  this for 1¢ in postage!!! 
 
 Oh, by the way, did you notice the small print under the pic-
ture on the post card front? The photographer and publisher 
of  this post card was a guy named J. Jordan! How is that for a 
coincidence? ■

◄ ▲ Figure 1.  Post card mailed July 30, 
1906, from Asbury Park, New Jersey, to 
Mamaroneck, New York, and redirected to 
Wilmington, Delaware, but missent to 
Wilmington (New Hanover County).
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